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A collective effort to present a new kind of moral history, this volume seeks to show how the study of the
past can illuminate profound ethical and philosophical issues. More specifically, the contributors address a
variety of questions raised by the history of American slavery. How did freedom?personal, civic, and
political?become one of the most cherished values in the Western world? How has the language of slavery
been applied to other instances of exploitation and depersonalization? To what extent is America's high
homicide rate a legacy of slavery? Did the abolitionist movement's tendency to view slavery as a product of
sin, rather than as a structural and economic problem, accelerate or impede emancipation?

Divided into four parts, with introductions to each section by editors Steven Mintz and John Stauffer, the
essays provide succinct guides to the evolution of American slavery, the origins of antislavery thought, the
challenges of emancipation, and the post-emancipation legacy of slavery. They also offer fresh perspectives
on key individuals, from Benjamin Franklin and Frederick Douglass to Harriet Jacobs and John Brown, and
shed new light on the differences between female and male critiques of slavery, the defense of slavery by the
South's intellectual elite, and Catholic attitudes toward slavery and abolition.

Above all, The Problem of Evil helps us understand the circumstances that allow social evils to happen, how
intelligent and ostensibly moral people can participate in the most horrendous crimes, and how, at certain
historical moments, some individuals are able to rise above their circumstances, address evil in fundamental
ways, and expand our moral consciousness.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Smith:

The book The Problem of Evil: Slavery, Freedom and the Ambiguities of American Reform can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book The Problem of Evil: Slavery, Freedom and the Ambiguities of American Reform? A number of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Problem of Evil: Slavery, Freedom and the
Ambiguities of American Reform has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Forney:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Problem of Evil: Slavery,
Freedom and the Ambiguities of American Reform book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Edward Cottrell:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Problem of Evil: Slavery,
Freedom and the Ambiguities of American Reform book because this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Maria Kim:

The event that you get from The Problem of Evil: Slavery, Freedom and the Ambiguities of American
Reform will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Problem of Evil: Slavery,
Freedom and the Ambiguities of American Reform giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this kind of The Problem of Evil: Slavery, Freedom and the Ambiguities of American Reform
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