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In early 2007, writer and theatre director Michael Schindhelm was appointed by the Dubai authorities as
consultant on a projected opera house, and in early 2008 found himself with a broader remit as director of the
newly founded Dubai Culture and Arts Authority. His diary of 2008 is a partly fictionalised account of his
first twelve months of both working and living in Dubai. It is a meditation, from a cultural perspective, on
the nature of this extraordinary city and its project to reinvent itself according to new rules of its own
devising. From the outset there were profound cultural issues to be faced. Can essentially alien art forms be
transplanted effectively? Can they be imposed top-down by the authorities? Can high culture ever be
financially self-supporting? In a society run like a business by a tiny, unaccountable elite, in which freedom
of speech is limited and 90 per cent of the inhabitants are transient, expendable expatriates, can the arts
realistically be nurtured as a form of social expression and self-examination? The author's efforts to create
projects were undermined by misunderstandings over the nature and purpose of the arts - in his employers'
conception, little more than a marketing tool to boost Dubai's brand as a premier global tourist resort. His
woes were compounded by the lack of clear distinction between government and private enterprise, and by
the very Arabian custom of bringing in privileged outsiders to advise on, and occasionally to compete with,
schemes supposedly under his direction. Ultimately, his projects were undone by the global financial crash of
late 2008. Despite such travails, the author is able to see the funny side and retains some sympathy for the
Dubai project. He remains optimistic, seeing in Dubai and other Gulf States a glimmer of hope for
international cultural dialogue, leading to increased understanding between the Arab world and the West.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be read. Dubai High can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have
those short spare time problems.

Lucille Chenier:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Dubai High will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Susan Tarin:

Beside this particular Dubai High in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge
or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Dubai High because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get
what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this
book along with read it from now!

Roxie Gregory:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not
important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is
very important for you. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Dubai High can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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