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Since the Great Migration of the early twentieth century, Chicago has been a cauldron of race relations,
symbolizing the tenacity of discrimination and segregation. But as in other cities with significant populations
of Latinos and Asians, Arabs and Jews, this image belies complex racial dynamics. In Double Cross, Jacalyn
D. Harden provides an essential rethinking of the ways we understand and talk about race, using an
examination of the Japanese American community of Chicago's Far North Side to form an innovative new
framework for looking at race, identity, and political change.

The Japanese American community in Chicago rapidly expanded between 1940 and 1950 in the aftermath of
wartime internment and government relocation programs. Harden tells their story through archival research
and interviews with some of the first Japanese Americans who were relocated to Chicago in the 1940s,
incorporating her own experiences as an African American scholar who has lived in Japan. The result is a
compelling and surprising account of racial interactions, one that clarifies the complex interweaving between
black and Asian lives and reclaims a lost history of solidarity between the two groups.

Moving from the Great Migration to the "great relocation" to gentrification, Harden explores the shared
history of civil rights struggles that firmly links Japanese and African Americans, most importantly the issue
of reparations (for internment during World War II and slavery, respectively). She describes the efforts of
Japanese Americans to "double-cross the color line" by building coalitions across race, age, and class
boundaries, and their vexed position as sometimes "colored," sometimes white (for example, the Japanese
American soldier who was instructed to use the white washrooms at boot camp in Alabama during World
War II, while thousands were being relocated to internment camps).

Double Cross is a major contribution to our thought about race relations, challenging orthodoxy and
shedding new light on the complex identities, conflicting interests, and external forces that have defined the
concept of race in the United States.

Jacalyn D. Harden is assistant professor of anthropology at Seattle University.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Double
Cross: Japanese Americans In Black And White Chicago. All type of book could you see on many methods.
You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Evelina Soria:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific Double Cross: Japanese Americans In Black And
White Chicago to read.

Kenneth Allen:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Double Cross: Japanese
Americans In Black And White Chicago that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Double Cross: Japanese Americans In Black And
White Chicago become your current starter.

Pearl Moore:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer could be Double Cross: Japanese Americans In Black And White Chicago why because
the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.
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