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Catching Ourselves in the Act uses situated robotics, ethology, and developmental psychology to erect a new
framework for explaining human behavior. Rejecting the cognitive science orthodoxy that formal task-
descriptions and their implementation are fundamental to an explanation of mind, Horst Hendriks-Jansen
argues for an alternative model based on the notion of interactive emergence.

Situated activity and interactive emergence are concepts that derive from the new discipline of autonomous
agent research. Hendriks-Jansen puts these notions on a firm philosophical basis and uses them to anchor a
"genetic" or "historical" explanation of mental phenomena in species-typical activity patterns that have been
selected by a cultural environment of artifacts, language, and intentional scaffolding by adults. Situated
robotics, allied with techniques and principles from ethology, allows the testing of hypotheses framed in
terms of natural kinds that can be grounded through the theory of natural selection. This approach negotiates
the "nature versus nurture" dispute in a radically new way.

Catching Ourselves in the Act provides a thorough overview of autonomous agent research in America and
Europe, focusing in particular on work by such eminent researchers as Rodney Brooks, Pattie Maes, Maja
Mataric, and Rolf Pfeifer. It reassesses the basic principles of artificial life and explores the repercussions of
autonomous agent research for human psychology and the philosophy of mind, as well as its affinities with
the "contextual revolution" in sociology and anthropology.

A Bradford Book. Complex Adaptive Systems
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From reader reviews:

Lavelle Hildreth:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Catching Ourselves in the Act:
Situated Activity, Interactive Emergence, Evolution, and Human Thought. All type of book can you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Peggy Mitchum:

Catching Ourselves in the Act: Situated Activity, Interactive Emergence, Evolution, and Human Thought can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement
in writing Catching Ourselves in the Act: Situated Activity, Interactive Emergence, Evolution, and Human
Thought yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
imagining.

Matthew Seifert:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Catching Ourselves in the Act:
Situated Activity, Interactive Emergence, Evolution, and Human Thought is simple to deliver you can read it
in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Kathryn Hill:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Catching Ourselves in the Act: Situated Activity, Interactive Emergence, Evolution, and
Human Thought when you needed it?
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