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Wake in Fright tells the tale of John Grant's journey into an alcoholic, sexual and spiritual nightmare. It is the
original and the greatest outback horror story. Bundanyabba and its citizens will forever haunt its readers.

This edition includes an introduction by Peter Temple and an afterword by David Stratton.

Wake in Fright was made into a film in 1971, arguably the greatest film ever made in Australia. It starred
Donald Pleasence, Chips Rafferty, and Jack Thompson in his first screen role. Lost for many years, the
restored film was re-released to acclaim in 2009.

Kenneth Cook was born in Sydney in 1929. Wake in Fright was published in 1961 to high praise in New
York and London, and launched Cook's writing career. Cook wrote twenty-one books in all, along with
screenplays and scripts for radio and TV.

Peter Temple is one of Australia's finest writers. His novel Truth won the 2010 Miles Franklin Award and
the Victorian Premier's Literary Award. Temple has written nine novels and has been published in more than
twenty countries.

David Stratton is co-presenter of At the Movies on ABC television and film critic for the Australian. He has
also served as a President of the International Critics Jury for the Cannes and Venice Film Festivals, written
three books and is currently lecturing in Film History at the University of Sydney.

textclassics.com.au

'It might be fifty years since the novel appeared yet it retains its freshness, its narrative still compels, and its
bleak vision still disquiets...Cook can make us feel the heat, see the endless horizon, hear the sad singing on
a little train as it traverses the monotonous plain.' Peter Temple, from the Introduction

'Wake in Fright deserves its status as a modern classic. Cook's prose is masterful and the story is gripping
from the first page to the last.' M. J. Hyland

'A classic novel which became a classic film. The Outback without the sentimental bulldust. Australia
without the sugar coating.' Robert Drewe

'Wake in Fright is a classic of the ugly side of Menzies' Australia, its brutality, its drunkenness, its anxiety to
crush all sensibility. All of this is harrowingly reacorded - the destruction of a young soul fresh to Australia -
in Kenneth Cook's remarkable novel.' Thomas Keneally

'A true dark classic of Australian literature.' J. M. Coetzee

'...a kind of outback Lord of the Flies...Written entirely from Grant's point of view, the prose is at first
straightforward, the landscape and its people evoked simply and vividly. But later, as Grant descends into his
own personal hell and finally to the depths of despair, the writing takes on the quality of a delirious dream.
The concluding narrative twists will rock both Grant (and the reader) back on their heels.' Crime Time UK
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From reader reviews:

Brian Mejia:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Wake In Fright: Text Classics. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book
Wake In Fright: Text Classics. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Alice Myers:

The actual book Wake In Fright: Text Classics has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after looking over this book.

Sherry Duncan:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Wake In Fright: Text Classics is simple
bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Shirley Vega:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just searching for the Wake In Fright: Text Classics when you needed it?
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