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Many people came to Goldfield, Nevada, America's last gold-rush town, to seek their fortune. However, on a
searing summer day in September 1906, they came not to strike it rich but to watch what would become the
longest boxing match of the twentieth century—between Joe Gans, the first African American boxing
champion, and "Battling" Nelson, a vicious and dirty brawler. It was a match billed as the battle of the races.

In The Longest Fight, the longtime Washington Post sports correspondent William Gildea tells the story of
this epic match, which would stretch to forty-two rounds and last two hours and forty-eight minutes. A new
rail line brought spectators from around the country, dozens of reporters came to file blow-by-blow accounts,
and an entrepreneurial crew's film of the fight, shown in theaters shortly afterward, endures to this day.

The Longest Fight also recounts something much greater—the longer battle that Gans fought against
prejudice as the premier black athlete of his time. It is a portrait of life in black America at the turn of the
twentieth century, of what it was like to be the first black athlete to successfully cross the nation's gaping
racial divide. Gans was smart, witty, trim, and handsome—with one-punch knockout power and
groundbreaking defensive skills—and his courage despite discrimination prefigured the strife faced by many
of America's finest athletes, including Jesse Owens, Jackie Robinson, and Muhammad Ali.
Inside the ring and out, Gans took the first steps for the African American athletes who would follow, and
yet his role in history was largely forgotten until now. The Longest Fight is a reminder of the damage caused
by the bigotry that long outlived Gans, and the strength, courage, and will of those who fought to rise above.
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From reader reviews:

Celia Norton:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Longest Fight: In the Ring
with Joe Gans, Boxing's First African American Champion will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Pedro Turk:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Longest Fight:
In the Ring with Joe Gans, Boxing's First African American Champion to read.

Lee Henry:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Longest Fight: In the Ring
with Joe Gans, Boxing's First African American Champion book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Katherine Contreras:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The Longest
Fight: In the Ring with Joe Gans, Boxing's First African American Champion.
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