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This is the ultimate field guide to the trees and landscapes of Central Park, with a lively, authoritative text
and over 900 color photographs, botanical plates, and extraordinarily detailed maps.

Under the direction of the Central Park Conservancy, the park's landscapes have been painstakingly restored
to achieve the effects envisioned more than 150 years ago by the park's designers, Frederick Law Olmsted
and Calvert Vaux. This book highlights the leading role that trees play in defining 22 of these landscapes and
chronicles the history of each of more than 200 tree species and varieties present in the park?where it came
from and where the most outstanding specimens are located.

Besides being a superb guide to the world's greatest center-city park, this book is a highly informative guide
to most of the tree species commonly encountered in the eastern United States. Anyone who loves trees will
find this book a very rewarding read, full of fascinating details and beautiful illustrations.

Central Park Trees and Landscapes is divided into two major sections:

"The Landscapes" opens with a geological account of Manhattan Island?from its position 500 million years
ago on the edge of the proto–North American continent to its emergence about 15,000 years ago from the
Laurentide Ice Sheet. The effects that human inhabitants had on the ecology of the island are described?from
the burning of field stubble by Native Americans to the clearing of forest trees by Europeans. Next, the
narrative focuses on the land that would eventually become Central Park?how it was saved from being
dissected by John Randel's rigid street grid and how Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux became the
park's designers. The heart of the section is devoted to the construction of the park in the late 1850s and
1860s. Twenty-two of the park's grand landscapes are pictured in dozens of photographs and in seven
detailed maps pinpointing nearly 20,000 trees. Readers can identify each tree on the maps by species using
the Tree Maps Key (located on the back of the front flap).

"The Tree Guide" contains informative essays full of intriguing botanical and historical facts on over 200 of
the park's tree species and varieties. Each two-page entry features illustrations of leaves, fruits, flowers, and
bark as well as a striking portrait photograph of a park tree. The entries are organized into groups by leaf
shapes shown on an easy-to-use identification key (located inside the front cover).
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From reader reviews:

Harold Cole:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Central Park Trees and Landscapes: A Guide to New York City's Masterpiece? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Vicki Allen:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When
you read this Central Park Trees and Landscapes: A Guide to New York City's Masterpiece, it is possible to
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a reserve.

Emma Englund:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be Central Park Trees and Landscapes: A Guide to New York City's Masterpiece.

Bobby Hanke:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that
need more time to be study. Central Park Trees and Landscapes: A Guide to New York City's Masterpiece
can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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