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According to leading education analyst Chester Finn, a paradox lies at the heart of our educational trouble.
While Americans commonly acknowledge that public schools in general are a disaster, polls consistently
show that most parents, teachers, and administrators think their local schools and their own children are
doing just fine. The implications of this self-congratulation are profound. For if people believe their own
schools and children are succeeding, why should they feel compelled to change things? Yet, if we don't, we
will continue to watch the destruction of a system that already lacks accountability and quality control, and is
beset by a teaching profession compromised by bad ideas, fads, buck-passing, dubious theories, and stodgy
practices.

Fin proposes radical changes which he insists must be championed by all Americans if this atrophy is to be
reversed. First and most importantly, he calls on us to reorganize education in relation to the results we want
from it. This means establishing a clearcut standard of intellectual achievement that we will oblige all of our
schools to enforce and our children to meet. To define this standard, we will need to rebuild instruction
around, a national curriculum of core subjects - history, science, geography, math, literature and writing. And
we must demand a more detailed flow of useful information, including reliable testing, about how our
children are performing in relation to this standard.

Finn calls on us to give our children as much time, as many options, and as broad an array of resources as
possible. As he points out, learning can take place as easily in July as it does in march, as easily in a museum
as it does in a classroom. And if parents have choices in deciding which schools and programs best fit the
needs of students, they will have an added incentive in helping their children succeed. He urges us to
revitalize the means of delivering education from the bottom up, by vesting as much authority as possible
with educators in each individual school and holding them accountable for their performance.

For Finn, the implementation of these radical measures is essential to produce not only a knowledgeable
twenty-first century work force that will keep our nation competitive, but an informed and reasoning
citizenry capable of participating fully in a democracy. Challenging and candid, this book will point the way
for all those insisting on the best that our schools can offer.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Bell:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this We Must Take Charge!: Our
Schools and Our Future book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Frederick Rothman:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book We Must Take Charge!: Our Schools and Our Future it is very
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high
quality.

Jason Serrano:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide We Must Take Charge!: Our Schools and Our Future was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you
wanted.

Mildred Olsen:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and We Must Take Charge!: Our Schools and
Our Future or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
book, any other book likes We Must Take Charge!: Our Schools and Our Future to make your spare time far



more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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