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This study looks at the lives of the most famous "wild children" of eighteenth-century Europe, showing how
they open a window onto European ideas about the potential and perfectibility of mankind. Julia V.
Douthwaite recounts reports of feral children such as the wild girl of Champagne (captured in 1731 and
baptized as Marie-Angélique Leblanc), offering a fascinating glimpse into beliefs about the difference
between man and beast and the means once used to civilize the uncivilized.

A variety of educational experiments failed to tame these feral children by the standards of the day. After
telling their stories, Douthwaite turns to literature that reflects on similar experiments to perfect human
subjects. Her examples range from utopian schemes for progressive childrearing to philosophical tales of
animated statues, from revolutionary theories of regenerated men to Gothic tales of scientists run amok.
Encompassing thinkers such as Rousseau, Sade, Defoe, and Mary Shelley, Douthwaite shows how the
Enlightenment conceived of mankind as an infinitely malleable entity, first with optimism, then with
apprehension. Exposing the darker side of eighteenth-century thought, she demonstrates how advances in
science gave rise to troubling ethical concerns, as parents, scientists, and politicians tried to perfect mankind
with disastrous results.
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From reader reviews:

Raul Joyner:

The event that you get from The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the
Age of Enlightenment may be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the
more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Wild Girl,
Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment giving you thrill feeling
of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone
who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this kind of The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster:
Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment instantly.

Joseph Tucker:

The book untitled The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of
Enlightenment contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Joseph Barnett:

This The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment is
fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of
digest in reading this The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of
Enlightenment can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better
life along with knowledge.

Dennis Gaines:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Wild Girl, Natural



Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment or maybe others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them
to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Wild Girl,
Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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