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The never-before-told full story of the history-changing break-in at the FBI office in Media, Pennsylvania,
by a group of unlikely activists - quiet, ordinary, hardworking Americans - that made clear the shocking truth
and confirmed what some had long suspected, that J. Edgar Hoover had created and was operating, in
violation of the U.S. Constitution, his own shadow Bureau of Investigation.

It begins in 1971 in an America being split apart by the Vietnam War. A small group of activists - eight men
and women - the Citizens Commission to Investigate the FBI, inspired by Daniel Berrigan's rebellious
Catholic peace movement, set out to use a more active, but nonviolent, method of civil disobedience to
provide hard evidence once and for all that the government was operating outside the laws of the land.

The would-be burglars - nonpro's - were ordinary people leading lives of purpose: a professor of religion and
former freedom rider; a day-care director; a physicist; a cab driver; an antiwar activist, a lock picker; a
graduate student.

Betty Medsger's extraordinary book re-creates in detail how this group of unknowing thieves scouted out the
low-security FBI building in a small town just west of Philadelphia, taking into consideration every possible
factor.

At the heart of the heist - and the book - the contents of the FBI files revealing Hoover's "secret
counterintelligence program" COINTELPRO, set up in 1956 to investigate and disrupt dissident political
groups, a plan that would discredit, destabilize, and demoralize groups, many of them legal civil rights
organizations and antiwar groups that Hoover found offensive - as well as black power groups, student
activists, antidraft protestors, conscientious objectors.

The Burglary is an important and riveting book, a portrait of the potential power of non-violent resistance
and the destructive power of excessive government secrecy and spying.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Burglary: The Discovery of J. Edgar
Hoover's Secret FBI will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Anthony Edwards:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Burglary: The Discovery of J.
Edgar Hoover's Secret FBI book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Burglary: The Discovery of J.
Edgar Hoover's Secret FBI as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide
that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Mable Watkins:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be go through. The Burglary: The Discovery of J. Edgar Hoover's Secret FBI can be your answer given it can
be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Al Fraire:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Burglary: The Discovery of J. Edgar
Hoover's Secret FBI is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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