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In Popular Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary Mexico Jennie Purnell reconsiders peasant
partisanship in the cristiada of 1926–29, one episode in the broader Mexican Revolution and the last major
popular rebellion in Mexican history. While some scholars have argued that the Mexican Revolution was a
people’s rebellion that aimed to destroy the political and economic power of the elites to the benefit of the
peasants, others claim that the Revolution was a struggle between elites that left little room for popular
participation. Neither approach, however, explains why thousands of peasants sided with the Church against
the state and its program of agrarian reform—reform that was presumably in the best interest of the peasants.
Nor do they explain why so many peasants who considered themselves devout Catholics took up arms
against the Church.
Rather than viewing the cristeros (supporters of the Church) as victims of false consciousness or as religious
fanatics, as others have done, Purnell shows that their motivations—as well as the motivations of the
agraristas (supporters of the revolutionary state)—stem from local political conflicts that began decades, and
sometimes centuries, before the Revolution. Drawing on rich but underutilized correspondence between
peasants and state officials written over the course of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Purnell shows
how these conflicts shaped the relationships between property rights, religious practice, and political
authority in the center-west region of Mexico and provides a nuanced understanding of the stakes and
interests involved in subsequent conflicts over Mexican anticlericalism and agrarian reform in the 1920s.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Pritchett:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Popular Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary
Mexico: The Agraristas and Cristeros of Michoacán. You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Popular Movements and State
Formation in Revolutionary Mexico: The Agraristas and Cristeros of Michoacán. You can add know-how
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Doris McNeal:

Here thing why this Popular Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary Mexico: The Agraristas and
Cristeros of Michoacán are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Popular
Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary Mexico: The Agraristas and Cristeros of Michoacán
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book
that similar with Popular Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary Mexico: The Agraristas and
Cristeros of Michoacán. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Popular Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary
Mexico: The Agraristas and Cristeros of Michoacán in e-book can be your alternative.

Victor Hubbard:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Popular Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary Mexico: The
Agraristas and Cristeros of Michoacán book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will
find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving Popular Movements and State Formation in
Revolutionary Mexico: The Agraristas and Cristeros of Michoacán content conveys prospect easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in
the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Popular Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary
Mexico: The Agraristas and Cristeros of Michoacán is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Lillian Kea:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-



book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Popular Movements and State Formation in
Revolutionary Mexico: The Agraristas and Cristeros of Michoacán can give you a lot of friends because by
you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Popular Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary
Mexico: The Agraristas and Cristeros of Michoacán.
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