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La Cousine Bette est un roman d’Honoré de Balzac, paru pour la première fois en feuilleton dans Le
Constitutionnel d’octobre à décembre 1846. Publié en volume en 1847, il fait partie des Scènes de la vie
parisienne, section Les Parents pauvres de La Comédie humaine.

C’est le premier portrait de femme profondément destructrice, rancunière et laide que Balzac ait produit.
Même madame de Saint-Estève, la tante de Jacques Collin, alias Vautrin, a quelques caractéristiques
émouvantes. La cousine Bette n’en a aucune. Apparentée à un animal malfaisant, « ses sourcils épais réunis
par un bouquet, sa face longue et simiesque laissent deviner derrière la paysanne des Vosges un caractère de
sauvage ».

Et c’est bien d’une sauvage qu’il s’agit. La cousine est animée d’une rage et d’une passion impuissante qui
gaspille une énergie folle à nuire sans recueillir les fruits de ses intrigues, pourtant patiemment élaborées,
telle une araignée tissant sa toile. Ce roman est considéré comme l'un des chefs-d’œuvre de La Comédie
humaine. Le roman-feuilleton devient ici tragédie classique dans une expression littéraire beaucoup plus
moderne.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Sullivan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this La
Cousine Bette (French Edition), you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Marquita Oswald:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled La Cousine Bette (French Edition) can be great
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Marni Elliott:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book La Cousine Bette (French Edition) it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides
high quality.

Desiree Herdon:

You may get this La Cousine Bette (French Edition) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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