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Grass pea (Lathyrus sativus L.) is an important cool-season legume species with wide genetic diversity
spread across the continents. With the climate change scenario it has emerged as a viable crop option for
fragile agro-ecosystems, where successful cultivation of major crop species is apparently not difficult.
However, grass pea seeds are known to have a neurotoxin known as β-N-oxalyl-l-α, β-diaminopropionic
acid (β-ODAP). Its overconsumption as a staple food in an unbalanced diet for an extended period of 3–4
months can cause spastic paraparesis of the legs in human beings. Therefore, β-ODAP needs to be reduced
through genetic means to a safe level for human consumption. Unfortunately, a paucity of efforts towards
development of genetic and genomic resources for this species has hampered the progress in breeding low
ODAP varieties in the past. Some progress has been made in recent years for collection, conservation,
characterization, evaluation and utilization of Lathyrus genetic resources at the national and international
levels, resulting in large ex situ collections in various gene banks of the world. These resources need to be
systematically characterized and evaluated for genetic improvement through conventional and contemporary
approaches. In spite of a large number of wild relatives with useful traits, no significant efforts have been
made for alien gene transfer in grass pea. This chapter reviews the present status of genetic and genomic
resources of Lathyrus and their use in current breeding programmes.
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From reader reviews:

Alexandra Dickey:

This Genetic and Genomic Resources of Grain Legume Improvement: 11. Grass Pea book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. That Genetic and Genomic Resources of Grain Legume Improvement:
11. Grass Pea without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Genetic and Genomic Resources of Grain Legume Improvement:
11. Grass Pea can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Genetic and Genomic Resources of Grain Legume
Improvement: 11. Grass Pea having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Ella Nebel:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Genetic and Genomic Resources of Grain
Legume Improvement: 11. Grass Pea is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Kay Newberry:

This book untitled Genetic and Genomic Resources of Grain Legume Improvement: 11. Grass Pea to be one
of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Katherine Shadrick:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in writing,



they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Genetic and Genomic
Resources of Grain Legume Improvement: 11. Grass Pea.
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