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Meriwether Lewis and William Clark wove science and raw adventure together in their journals as they
blazed a trail from St. Louis to the Pacific. Now, with fresh information drawn from many fields, Albert
Furtwangler mines those journals for valuable insights into western American history as well as the process
of discovery. Acts of Discovery argues that Lewis and Clark surpassed the enlightened instructions given to
them by President Thomas Jefferson. They made a literal, large-scale experiment, probing the interior of a
continent and weighing information that eventually would supersede the science, the politics, and even the
artistic ideals of Jefferson and his age. Drawing on a background of interdisciplinary learning, Furtwangler
illuminates the achievements of Lewis and Clark as naturalists, navigators, and diplomats who faced ever-
new surprises as they worked their way west. He shows that their journals trace two very different patterns at
the same time - as records of modern scientific reasoning and as a narrative of epic deeds in an American
epic setting. Furtwangler also attempts to define Lewis and Clark's place in American history. He examines
some ironic outcomes of westward expansion and conquest and brings out the peculiar courage of explorers
who were the first (and almost the last) to cross the continent by pulling their way up the Missouri. He also
compares Lewis and Clark's discoveries to those of other generations (from George Washington's early years
as a surveyor of the new American interior, to the Apollo moon landings), discussing them in light of
questions about progress posed by Francis Bacon, Henry Adams, and modern experimental scientists.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Parnell:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Acts of Discovery: Visions of America in the Lewis and Clark Journals, you can tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a reserve.

Farah McCune:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Acts of Discovery: Visions of America in the Lewis and Clark Journals will give you a new experience
in studying a book.

Candace Edwards:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books.
One of the books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Acts of Discovery: Visions of America in
the Lewis and Clark Journals. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Stanley Cooper:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Acts of Discovery: Visions of America in the Lewis
and Clark Journals to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and learn
it. Beside that the guide Acts of Discovery: Visions of America in the Lewis and Clark Journals can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this



time.
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