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In 2002, an eighty-five-year-old former civil servant was voted ‘Irishman of the Century’.

Widely regarded as “the architect of modern Ireland”, T.K. Whitaker’s life spans the history of the Irish state
in whose economic, social and cultural evolution he played an integral and influential role. Born in
Rostrevor, County Down, reared in Drogheda, County Louth, from modest beginnings, T.K. Whitaker’s
meteoric rise through the ranks of the civil service saw him at 39 years become the youngest Secretary of the
Department of Finance.

His was the quiet presence, the rational and informed voice behind many of the most momentous events in
recent Irish history. His inspirational paper Programme for Economic Development became the blueprint for
Ireland’s regeneration in the 1960s. As Governor in the 1970s his vision and purpose transformed the Central
Bank into a dynamic institution. And, as advisor to Taoiseach Jack Lynch and other political leaders, he
played a crucial role behind the scenes in the movement towards peace in Northern Ireland.

Drawn from in-depth interviews conducted with Dr Whitaker and his family, as well as exclusive access to
his personal papers and correspondence, in Portrait of a Patriot author Anne Chambers reveals the quite
extraordinary extent and diversity of T.K. Whitaker’s work on behalf of the Irish State; his relationship with
Irish and international political figures such as De Valera, Lemass, MacBride, Costello, Sweetman, Lynch,
Haughey, FitzGerald, O’Neill, and Whitelaw; his policy struggles with governments and individual
ministers.

This personal and intimate biography also introduces Ken Whitaker the family man, his motivation, humour
and compassion; the personal losses endured and the many highlights enjoyed.
T.K. Whitaker’s life story is a model of excellence, integrity and public duty, and as such is all the more
relevant today when such practical patriotism seems largely absent in twenty-first-century Ireland.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Phelps:

The reason why? Because this T.K. Whitaker: Portrait of a Patriot is an unordinary book that the inside of the
e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Ann Wheeler:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This T.K. Whitaker: Portrait of a Patriot can be
the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time
by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Cora Spillane:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book T.K. Whitaker: Portrait of a Patriot was vibrant
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book T.K. Whitaker: Portrait of a Patriot has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any
it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
this.

Kenneth Hoy:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims T.K. Whitaker: Portrait of
a Patriot.
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