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We live in a world of risk. It waits for us in our refrigerator and surrounds us on the freeway. It's lurking in
our arteries and sitting in our 401(k) accounts. Given that we deal with risk on a constant basis, we should be
good at it; as it turns out, though, we're not. We're blind to common risks like heart disease (one in five
deaths), but we shrink in fear from rare events like shark attacks (one in a million) and airplane crashes (one
in twenty thousand). What accounts for our poor ability to perceive and react to the risks that really matter?

Starting from an evolutionary perspective, the author traces our distorted perception of risk back to our
ancestors, reminding readers that we are all the culmination of a long line of survivors who fought life-and-
death threats such as attacks from wild animals, starvation, and disease. The fact that we have covered Earth
with seven billion people is a testament to our skill at overcoming these risks. But our spectacular success
has also produced our contemporary artificial world with new threats like climate change, chili dogs, and
online gambling. Our brains, which evolved to deal with the ancient world, are ill equipped to process the
new threats we face.

Croston examines the many facets of our hazardous modern environment that we only dimly perceive. He
explains why we let our guard down for a beautiful face, why slow-moving risks (like rising seas) are hard to
stop, how a good story (though false) can be more persuasive than dry statistics (even alarming ones), what
we fear even more than death, and many other intriguing quirks about our built-in incompetence to
adequately handle present-day risks.

Offering a wealth of fascinating information about health, sex, money, safety, food, and the environment,
this book illuminates an often-misunderstood but crucial aspect of daily life.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Christi Ross:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The Real Story
of Risk: Adventures in a Hazardous World? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Steven Parrish:

Here thing why this The Real Story of Risk: Adventures in a Hazardous World are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. The Real Story of Risk: Adventures in a Hazardous World giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar
with The Real Story of Risk: Adventures in a Hazardous World. It gives you thrill reading through journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Real Story of Risk:
Adventures in a Hazardous World in e-book can be your alternate.

Sandra Maes:

This The Real Story of Risk: Adventures in a Hazardous World is fresh way for you who has interest to look
for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Real Story of Risk: Adventures in a
Hazardous World can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book
is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure
I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life along
with knowledge.

April Miller:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books
in the top listing in your reading list will be The Real Story of Risk: Adventures in a Hazardous World. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By



looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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