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"This fascinating and most timely critical
medical anthropology study successfully binds two still emergent areas of
contemporary anthropological research in the global world: the nature and
significant impact of multinational pharmaceutical manufacturers on human
social life everywhere, and the contribution of corporations to the fast-paced
degradation of our life support system, planet Earth. . . . Focusing on a
pharmaceutically-impacted town on the colonized island of Puerto Rico, Dietrich
ably demonstrates the value of ethnography carried out in small places in
framing the large issues facing humanity."
—Merrill Singer, University of Connecticut
 
The production of pharmaceuticals is among the
most profitable industries on the planet. Drug companies produce chemical
substances that can save, extend, or substantially improve the quality of human
life.However, even as the companies
present themselves publicly as health and environmental stewards, their
factories are a significant source of air and water pollution--toxic to people
and the environment. In Puerto Rico, the pharmaceutical industry is the
backbone of the island’s economy: in one small town alone, there are over a
dozen drug factories representing five multinationals, the highest
concentration per capita of such factories in the world. It is a place where
the enforcement of environmental regulations and the public trust they ensure
are often violated in the name of economic development.
 
The Drug Company Next Door unites the concerns of
critical medical anthropology with those of political ecology, investigating
the multi-faceted role of pharmaceutical corporations as polluters, economic
providers, and social actors. Rather
than simply demonizing the drug companies, the volume explores the dynamics
involved in their interactions with the local community and discusses the
strategies used by both individuals and community groups to deal with the consequences
of pollution.
 
The Drug Company Next Door puts a human face on a
growing set of problems for communities around the world. Accessible and engaging, the book encourages
readers to think critically about the role of corporations in everyday life,
health, and culture.
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From reader reviews:

John Honeycutt:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Drug Company
Next Door: Pollution, Jobs, and Community Health in Puerto Rico? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Emile Guzman:

This book untitled The Drug Company Next Door: Pollution, Jobs, and Community Health in Puerto Rico to
be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get
a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from
your list.

Rose Buck:

Typically the book The Drug Company Next Door: Pollution, Jobs, and Community Health in Puerto Rico
will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Drug
Company Next Door: Pollution, Jobs, and Community Health in Puerto Rico is much recommended to you
to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Eliza Gold:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
The Drug Company Next Door: Pollution, Jobs, and Community Health in Puerto Rico this book consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does
the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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