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"Reading the fifteen stories in Prison Noir is a sobering experience. Unlike most claimants to that much-
abused term, this is the real thing...The power of this collection comes from the voices of these authors,
voices suffused with rage ("3 Block From Hell," by Bryan K. Palmer), despair ("There Will Be Seeds for
Next Year," by Zeke Caligiuri), and madness ("Shuffle," by Christopher M. Stephen)."
--New York Times Book Review

"These are stories that resonate with authenticity and verve and pain and truth. Any collection edited by the
National Book Award-winning author Oates (them; Blonde, Rape: A Love Story) deserves attention, but the
contributors are deft and confident, and great writers without her imprimatur....Authentic, powerful, visceral,
moving, great writing."
--Library Journal, Starred review

"A remarkable anthology of stories written by inmates of correctional institutions across America...Most
importantly, this landmark volume amplifies the voices of the incarcerated."
--Publishers Weekly, Starred review

One of BookRiot's Must-Read Books from Indie Presses for 2014

"A strong compilation of prison literature, varied, well-written and not always what might be expected."
--Reviewing the Evidence

"No matter what side of the bars you live on, Prison Noir is worth doing time with."
--Killeen Daily Herald

"This is a collection of stories that you will want to take your time with, savor, and probably reread a few
times."
--Jenn's Review Blog

"There is an intensity and melancholy that shines through these fifteen short stories, all written by prison
inmates incarcerated throughout the US, and edited by the inestimable Joyce Carol Oates."
--A Lit Chick

"Affecting, powerfully written and arresting literature. Well worth seeking out."
--BRSBKBLOG

Akashic Books continues its groundbreaking series of original noir anthologies, launched with the summer
'04 award-winning best seller Brooklyn Noir. Each book is comprised of all-new stories, each one set in a
distinct neighborhood or location within the respective geographic range of the book. This anthology, with
stories set in different prisons across the US, presents an absolutely new perspective on prison literature.

From the introduction by Joyce Carol Oates:

"The blood jet is poetry--these words of Sylvia Plath have reverberated through my experience of reading
and rereading the stories of Prison Noir. In this case the blood jet is prose, though sometimes poetic prose; if



we go a little deeper, in some chilling instances, the blood jet is exactly that: blood. For these stories are not
"literary" exercises--though some are exceptionally well-written by any formalist standards, and artfully
structured as narratives; with a single exception the stories are stark, somber, emotionally driven cris de
coeur...We may feel revulsion for some of the acts described in these stories, but we are likely to feel a
startled, even stunned sympathy for the perpetrators. And in several stories, including even murderers'
confessions, we are likely to feel a profound and unsettling identification...There is no need for fantasy-
horror in a place in which matter-of-fact horror is the norm, and mental illness is epidemic. Vividly rendered
realism is the predominant literary strategy, as in a riveting documentary film."

Featuring brand-new stories by: Christopher M. Stephen, Sin Soracco, Scott Gutches, Eric Boyd, Ali F.
Sareini, Stephen Geez, B.M. Dolarman, Zeke Caligiuri, Marco Verdoni, Kenneth R. Brydon, Linda Michelle
Marquardt, Andre White, Timothy Pauley, Bryan K. Palmer, and William Van Poyck.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Giordano:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. Prison Noir (Akashic Noir) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who
have those short time problems.

Timothy Brown:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Prison Noir (Akashic Noir) is
simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Corinna Edwards:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top collection in your reading list is actually Prison Noir (Akashic Noir). This book which can be qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.

Bobbie Freeman:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Prison Noir (Akashic Noir) was vibrant and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Prison Noir (Akashic Noir) has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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