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A new revolution in homeownership and living has been sweeping the booming cities of China. This time
the main actors on the social stage are not peasants, migrants, or working-class proletariats but middle-class
professionals and entrepreneurs in search of a private paradise in a society now dominated by consumerism.
No longer seeking happiness and fulfillment through collective sacrifice and socialist ideals, they hope to
find material comfort and social distinction in newly constructed gated communities. This quest for the good
life is profoundly transforming the physical and social landscapes of urban China.

Li Zhang, who is from Kunming, the capital of Yunnan province, turns a keen ethnographic eye on her
hometown. She combines her analysis of larger political and social issues with fine-grained details about the
profound spatial, cultural, and political effects of the shift in the way Chinese urban residents live their lives
and think about themselves. In Search of Paradise is a deeply informed account of how the rise of private
homeownership is reconfiguring urban space, class subjects, gender selfhood, and ways of life in the reform
era.

New, seemingly individualistic lifestyles mark a dramatic move away from yearning for a social utopia
under Maoist socialism. Yet the privatization of property and urban living have engendered a simultaneous
movement of public engagement among homeowners as they confront the encroaching power of the
developers. This double movement of privatized living and public sphere activism, Zhang finds, is a
distinctive feature of the cultural politics of the middle classes in contemporary China. Theoretically
sophisticated and highly accessible, Zhang's account will appeal not only to those interested in China but
also to anyone interested in spatial politics, middle-class culture, and postsocialist governing in a globalizing
world.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

In other case, little individuals like to read book In Search of Paradise: Middle-class Living in a Chinese
Metropolis. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book In Search of Paradise: Middle-class Living in a Chinese Metropolis. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Eloise Torres:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that In Search of Paradise:
Middle-class Living in a Chinese Metropolis book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Lou Morton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this In Search of Paradise: Middle-class Living in
a Chinese Metropolis book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation In Search of Paradise:
Middle-class Living in a Chinese Metropolis as good book but not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Joseph Esparza:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve In Search of Paradise: Middle-class Living in a Chinese Metropolis was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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