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“I am my language,” says the poet Gloria Anzaldúa, because language is at the heart of who we are. But
what happens when a person has more than one language? Is there an overlay of language on identity, and do
we shift identities as we shift languages? More important, what identities do children construct for
themselves when they use different languages in particular ways?

In this book, Norma González uses language as a window on the multiple levels of identity construction in
children—as well as on the complexities of life in the borderlands—to explore language practices and
discourse patterns of Mexican-origin mothers and the language socialization of their children. She shows
how the unique discourses that result from the interplay of two cultures shape perceptions of self and
community, and how they influence the ways in which children learn and families engage with their
children’s schools.

González demonstrates that the physical presence of the border profoundly affects the practices and
ideologies of Mexican-origin women and children. She then argues that language and cultural background
should be used as a basis for building academic competencies, and she demonstrates why the
evocative/emotive dimension of language should play a major part in studies of discourse, language
socialization, and language ideology.

Drawing on women’s own narratives of their experiences as both mothers and borderland residents, I Am My
Language is firmly rooted in the words of common people in their everyday lives. It combines personal
odyssey with cutting-edge ethnographic research, allowing us to hear voices that have been muted in the
academic and public policy discussions of “what it means to be Latina/o” and showing us new ways to
connect language to complex issues of education, political economy, and social identity.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Williams:

The book I Am My Language: Discourses of Women and Children in the Borderlands can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book I
Am My Language: Discourses of Women and Children in the Borderlands? A number of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book I Am My Language: Discourses of Women and Children in the
Borderlands has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Andy Breaux:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because just
their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of I Am My Language: Discourses of
Women and Children in the Borderlands to read.

Ruth Lynch:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is
this I Am My Language: Discourses of Women and Children in the Borderlands.

Loren Hatmaker:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book I Am My Language: Discourses of Women and Children in the Borderlands we can take
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book I Am My



Language: Discourses of Women and Children in the Borderlands. You can more pleasing than now.
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