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In Beyond the Score: Music as Performance, author Nicholas Cook supplants the traditional musicological
notion of music as writing, asserting instead that it is as performance that music is loved, understood, and
consumed. This book reconceives music as an activity through which meaning is produced in real time, as
Cook rethinks familiar assumptions and develops new approaches. Focusing primarily but not exclusively on
the Western 'art' tradition, Cook explores perspectives that range from close listening to computational
analysis, from ethnography to the study of recordings, and from the social relations constructed through
performance to the performing (and listening) body. In doing so, he reveals not only that the notion of music
as text has hampered academic understanding of music, but also that it has inhibited performance practices,
placing them in a textualist straightjacket.

Beyond the Score has a strong historical emphasis, touching on broad developments in twentieth-century
performance style and setting them into their larger cultural context. Cook also investigates the relationship
between recordings and performance, arguing that we do not experience recordings as mere reproductions of
a performance but as performances in their own right. Beyond the Score is a comprehensive exploration of
new approaches and methods for the study of music as performance, and will be an invaluable addition to the
libraries of music scholars - including musicologists, music theorists, and music cognition scholars -
everywhere.

Publication of this book was supported by the AMS 75 PAYS Endowment of the American Musicological
Society, funded in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Covington:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Beyond the Score: Music as
Performance, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Bessie Hall:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Beyond the Score: Music as Performance book
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Beyond the Score: Music as Performance as
good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
determine book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Sandra Lester:

Beside this Beyond the Score: Music as Performance in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven
so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Beyond the Score: Music as Performance because this book offers to you personally readable information.
Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Sandra Black:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of
book Beyond the Score: Music as Performance. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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