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An extraordinary memoir of an aviator’s service in the Pacific Theater -- “If you’re looking for macho,
fighting-man talk, you’ve picked up the wrong book. . . . This is just an honest narration of some of my
experiences . . . during my service in the U.S. Army between 1940 and 1945.” —Raymond C. Kerns -- The
son of a Kentucky tobacco farmer, Raymond Kerns dropped out of high school after the eighth grade to help
on the farm. He enlisted in the Army in 1940 and, after training as a radio operator in the artillery, was
assigned to Schofield Barracks (Oahu) where he witnessed the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and
participated in the ensuing battle. In the months before Pearl Harbor, Kerns had passed the Army’s flight
training admission exam with flying colors. But because he lacked a high school diploma, the Army refused
to give him flying lessons. Undaunted, Private Kerns took lessons with a civilian flying school and was
actually scheduled for his first solo flight on the afternoon of December 7, 1941. Notwithstanding his lack of
diploma, Kerns graduated from Officer Candidate School and then completed flight training in the L-4 Piper
Cub in late 1942. He was assigned to the 33rd Infantry Division in New Guinea and saw extensive combat
service there and in the Philippines. In a simple but riveting style, Kerns recalls flying multiple patrols over
enemy-held territory in his light unarmored plane, calling and coordinating artillery strikes. While his most
effective defense was the remarkable maneuverability and nimbleness of the L-4, he was often required to
defend himself with pistols and rifles, hand grenades, and even a machine gun that he welded to his landing
gear and once used to blow up an ammunition dump. Proud of his service and convinced of the effectiveness
and cost efficiency of the L-4 pilots in the Pacific and Europe, Kerns earned the Distinguished Flying Cross
and the Silver Star. Above the Thunder, arguably one of the best memoirs of combat action during World
War II, will appeal to military historians as well as general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Frazier:

With other case, little folks like to read book Above The Thunder: Reminiscences of a Field Artillery Pilot in
World War II. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important a book Above The Thunder: Reminiscences of a Field Artillery Pilot in World War II. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Mae Marks:

The guide with title Above The Thunder: Reminiscences of a Field Artillery Pilot in World War II has lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Angela Joseph:

The book untitled Above The Thunder: Reminiscences of a Field Artillery Pilot in World War II contain a
lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice study.

Glory Ruiz:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Above The Thunder: Reminiscences of a
Field Artillery Pilot in World War II can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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