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Yukio Mishima (b. 1925) was a brilliant writer and intellectual whose relentless obsession with beauty,
purity, and patriotism ended in his astonishing self-disembowelment and decapitation in downtown Tokyo in
1970. Nominated for the Nobel Prize, Mishima was the best-known novelist of his time (works like
Confessions of a Mask and The Temple of the Golden Pavilion are still in print in English), and his
legacy—his persona—is still honored and puzzled over.

Who was Yukio Mishima really? This, the first full biography to appear in English in almost forty years,
traces Mishima's trajectory from a sickly boy named Kimitake Hiraoka to a hard-bodied student of martial
arts. In detail it examines his family life, the wartime years, and his emergence, then fame, as a writer and
advocate for traditional values. Revealed here are all the personalities and conflicts and sometimes petty
backbiting that shaped the culture of postwar literary Japan.

Working entirely from primary sources and material unavailable to other biographers, author Naoki Inose
and translator Hiroaki Sato together have produced a monumental work that covers much new ground in
unprecedented depth. Using interviews, social and psychological analysis, and close reading of novels and
essays, Persona removes the mask that Mishima so artfully created to disguise his true self.

Naoki Inose, currently vice governor of Tokyo, has also written biographies of writers Kikuchi Kan and
Osamu Dazai.

New York–based Hiroaki Sato is an award-winning translator of classical and modern Japanese poetry, and
also translated Mishima's novel Silk and Insight.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Wallace:

Here thing why this particular Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Persona: A Biography of
Yukio Mishima. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima in e-book can be your
alternate.

Laverne Dunbar:

Precisely why? Because this Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima is an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So
, still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jared Carter:

Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Persona: A Biography of Yukio
Mishima nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Verna Hibbard:

The book untitled Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in
the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone,
or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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