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Americans hate and distrust their government. At the same time, Americans love and trust their government.
These contradictory attitudes are resolved by Fletcher's novel interpretation of constitutional history. He
argues that we have two constitutions--still living side by side--one that caters to freedom and fear, the other
that satisfied our needs for security and social justice.

Thefirst constitution came into force in 1789. It stresses freedom, voluntary association, and republican
elitism. The second constitution begins with the Gettysburg Address and emphasi zes equality, organic
nationhood, and popular democracy. These radical differences between our two constitutions explain our
ambivalence and self-contradictory attitudes toward government.

With September 11 the second constitution--which Fletcher calls the Secret Constitution--has become
ascendant. When Americais under threat, the nation cultivates its solidarity. It overcomesits fear and looks
to government for protection and the pursuit of social justice. Lincoln's messages of a strong government and
anation that must "long endure" have never been more relevant to American politics.

"Fletcher's argument has intriguing implications beyond the sweeping subject of this profoundly thought-
provoking book."--The Denver Post
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From reader reviews:
Gerald James:

The book Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a
book Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy? Some of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American
Democracy has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can appear the
enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Joe North:

This Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read alot of
information you will get. This specific Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American
Democracy without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy
can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can
haveit in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American
Democracy having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Michael Ramsey:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined
American Democracy iskind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jocelyn Lee:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln
Redefined American Democracy can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are thus out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So
what these guides have than the others?
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