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Classical Athenian literature often speaks of democratic politics in sexual terms. Citizens are urged to
become lovers of the polis, and politicians claim to be lovers of the people. Victoria Wohl argues that this
was no dead metaphor. Exploring the intersection between eros and politics in democratic Athens, Wohl
traces the private desires aroused by public ideology and the political consequences of citizens' most intimate
longings. Love among the Ruins analyzes the civic fantasies that lay beneath (but not necessarily parallel to)
Athens's political ideology. It shows how desire can disrupt politics and provides a deeper--at times
disturbing--insight into the democratic unconscious of ancient Athens.

The Athenians imagined the perfect citizen as a noble and manly lover. But this icon conceals a multitude of
other possible figures: sexy tyrants, potent pathics, and seductive perverts. Through critical re-readings of
canonical texts, Wohl investigates these fantasies, which seem so antithetical to Athens's manifest ideals. She
examines the interrelation of patriotism and narcissism, the trope of politics as prostitution, the elite
suspicion of political pleasure, and the status of perversion within Athens's sexual and political norms. She
also discusses the morbid drive that propelled Athenian imperialism, as well as democratic Athens's
paradoxical fascination with the joys of tyranny.

Drawing on contemporary critical theory in original ways, Wohl sketches the relationship between citizen
psyche and political life to illuminate the complex, frequently contradictory passions that structure
democracy, ancient and modern.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Hines:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of
Democracy in Classical Athens will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal
book with you?

Philip Cooper:

This Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athens usually are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Love among the Ruins: The
Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athens can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your
previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of
Democracy in Classical Athens giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Karolyn Kaufman:

Beside this kind of Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athens in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in Classical
Athens because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you
would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Mathew Holstein:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of
Democracy in Classical Athens can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book
you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Love



among the Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athens.
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