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The tension between professional expertise and democratic governance has become increasingly significant
in Western politics. Environmental politics in particular is a hotbed for citizens who actively challenge the
imposition of expert theories that ignore forms of local knowledge that can help to relate technical facts to
social values.
Where information ideologues see the modern increase in information as capable of making everyone
smarter, others see the emergence of a society divided between those with and those without knowledge.
Suggesting realistic strategies to bridge this divide, Fischer calls for meaningful nonexpert involvement in
policymaking and shows how the deliberations of ordinary citizens can help solve complex social and
environmental problems by contributing local contextual knowledge to the professionals’ expertise. While
incorporating theoretical critiques of positivism and methodology, he also offers hard evidence to
demonstrate that the ordinary citizen is capable of a great deal more participation than is generally
recognized. Popular epidemiology in the United States, the Danish consensus conference, and participatory
resource mapping in India serve as examples of the type of inquiry he proposes, showing how the local
knowledge of citizens is invaluable to policy formation. In his conclusion Fischer examines the implications
of the approach for participatory democracy and the democratization of contemporary deliberative structures.
This study will interest political scientists, public policy practitioners, sociologists, scientists,
environmentalists, political activists, urban planners, and public administrators along with those interested in
understanding the relationship between democracy and science in a modern technological society.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Reavis:

Typically the book Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This kind
of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Stephen Thrush:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local
Knowledge can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?

Michael Crew:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book but novel and Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local
Knowledge or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book,
any other book likes Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Richard Lawrence:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge when you essential it?
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