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Zen Masters of Japan is the second book in a series that traces Zen's profoundly historic journey as it spread
eastward from China and Japan, toward the United States. Following Zen Masters of China, this book
concentrates on Zen's significant passage through Japan. More specifically, it describes the lineage of the
great teachers, the Pioneers who set out to enlighten an island ready for an inner transformation based on
compassionate awareness.

While the existing Buddhist establishment in Japan met early Zen pioneers like Dogen and Eisai with fervent
resistance, Zen Buddhism ultimately perservered and continued to become further transformed in its passage
through Japan. The Japanese culture and Japanese Buddhism practices further deepened and strengthened
Zen training by combining it with a variety of esoteric contemplative arts—the arts of poetry, the tea
ceremony, calligraphy, and archery. Zen Masters of Japan chronicles this journey, and shows how the new
practices soon gained in popularity among all walks of life—from the lowly peasant, offering a hope of
reincarnation and a better life; to the Samurai warrior due to its casual approach to death; to the ruling
classes, challenging the intelligentsia because of its scholarly roots. A collection of Zen stories, meditation,
and their wisdom, Zen Masters of Japan also explores the illusive state of 'No Mind' achieved in Japan that is
so fundamental to Zen practices today.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Beasley:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Zen Masters of Japan: The Second
Step East. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Jose Shepard:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Zen
Masters of Japan: The Second Step East, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Pete Plaisance:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East can
be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Rigoberto Adams:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book
Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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