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During the archaic and classical periods, Greek ideas about the dead evolved in response to changing social
and cultural conditions—most notably changes associated with the development of the polis, such as
funerary legislation, and changes due to increased contacts with cultures of the ancient Near East. In Restless
Dead, Sarah Iles Johnston presents and interprets these changes, using them to build a complex picture of the
way in which the society of the dead reflected that of the living, expressing and defusing its tensions,
reiterating its values and eventually becoming a source of significant power for those who knew how to
control it. She draws on both well-known sources, such as Athenian tragedies, and newer texts, such as the
Derveni Papyrus and a recently published lex sacra from Selinous.

Topics of focus include the origin of the goes (the ritual practitioner who made interaction with the dead his
specialty), the threat to the living presented by the ghosts of those who died dishonorably or prematurely, the
development of Hecate into a mistress of ghosts and its connection to female rites of transition, and the
complex nature of the Erinyes. Restless Dead culminates with a new reading of Aeschylus' Oresteia that
emphasizes how Athenian myth and cult manipulated ideas about the dead to serve political and social ends.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Hamann:

The book Restless Dead: Encounters between the Living and the Dead in Ancient Greece can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book
Restless Dead: Encounters between the Living and the Dead in Ancient Greece? Several of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Restless Dead: Encounters between the Living and the
Dead in Ancient Greece has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Matthew Wallace:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
reserve. The book Restless Dead: Encounters between the Living and the Dead in Ancient Greece it is very
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has
high quality.

Herman Pendergrass:

Beside this particular Restless Dead: Encounters between the Living and the Dead in Ancient Greece in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Restless Dead: Encounters between the Living and the Dead in
Ancient Greece because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss it? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Harold Phillips:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see



colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Restless Dead: Encounters between the Living and the Dead in Ancient Greece can
make you feel more interested to read.
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