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"Twenty-eight years ago I went to England for a three-month visit and rest. What I found changed my life."

So begins this memoir by one of America's best-known landscape architects, Laurie Olin. Raised in a frontier
town in Alaska, trained in Seattle and New York, Olin found himself dissatisfied with his job as an urban
architect and accepted an invitation to England to take a respite from work. What he found, in abundance,
was the serendipity of a human environment built over time to respond to the land's own character and to the
people who lived and worked there. For Olin, the English countryside was a palimpsest of the most eloquent
and moving sort, yet whose manifestation was of ordinary buildings meant to shelter their inhabitants and
further their work.

With evocative language and exquisite line drawings, the author takes us back to his introduction to the
scenes of English country towns, their ancient universities, meandering waterways, and dramatic cloudscapes
racing in from the Atlantic. He limns the geologic histories found within the rock, the near-forgotten
histories of place-names, and the recent histories of train lines and auto routes. Comparing the growth of
building in the English countryside, Olin draws some sobering conclusions about our modern lifestyle and its
increasing separation from the landscape.

As much a plea for saving the modern American landscape as it is a passionate exploration of what makes
the English landscape so characteristically English, Across the Open Field is "an affectionate ramble through
real places of lasting worth."
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Bryant:

The book Across the Open Field: Essays Drawn from English Landscapes (Penn Studies in Landscape
Architecture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Across the Open Field: Essays Drawn from
English Landscapes (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture)? A number of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other;
it is possible to share all of these. Book Across the Open Field: Essays Drawn from English Landscapes
(Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

James Williams:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Across
the Open Field: Essays Drawn from English Landscapes (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture), it is
possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a guide.

Veronica Gregor:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Across the Open Field: Essays Drawn from
English Landscapes (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture), you may enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas.
What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Oliver Lyle:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Across the Open Field: Essays Drawn from
English Landscapes (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) guide written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger



then you still uncertainty Across the Open Field: Essays Drawn from English Landscapes (Penn Studies in
Landscape Architecture) as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one
publication that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.
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