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Why do we have such extraordinarily powerful responses toward the images and pictures we see in everyday
life? Why do we behave as if pictures were alive, possessing the power to influence us, to demand things
from us, to persuade us, seduce us, or even lead us astray?

According to W. J. T. Mitchell, we need to reckon with images not just as inert objects that convey meaning
but as animated beings with desires, needs, appetites, demands, and drives of their own. What Do Pictures
Want? explores this idea and highlights Mitchell's innovative and profoundly influential thinking on picture
theory and the lives and loves of images. Ranging across the visual arts, literature, and mass media, Mitchell
applies characteristically brilliant and wry analyses to Byzantine icons and cyberpunk films, racial
stereotypes and public monuments, ancient idols and modern clones, offensive images and found objects,
American photography and aboriginal painting. Opening new vistas in iconology and the emergent field of
visual culture, he also considers the importance of Dolly the Sheep—who, as a clone, fulfills the ancient
dream of creating a living image—and the destruction of the World Trade Center on 9/11, which, among
other things, signifies a new and virulent form of iconoclasm.

What Do Pictures Want? offers an immensely rich and suggestive account of the interplay between the
visible and the readable. A work by one of our leading theorists of visual representation, it will be a
touchstone for art historians, literary critics, anthropologists, and philosophers alike.

  “A treasury of episodes—generally overlooked by art history and visual studies—that turn on images that
‘walk by themselves’ and exert their own power over the living.”—Norman Bryson, Artforum
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Maltby:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this What Do Pictures Want?: The Lives and
Loves of Images reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty What Do Pictures
Want?: The Lives and Loves of Images as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This
is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Christine McClellan:

This What Do Pictures Want?: The Lives and Loves of Images is great reserve for you because the content
that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
What Do Pictures Want?: The Lives and Loves of Images in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
second right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt in which?

Curtis Salas:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is What Do Pictures Want?: The Lives and Loves of Images this book consist
a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Lee Long:

You can get this What Do Pictures Want?: The Lives and Loves of Images by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and



searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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