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As the AIDS crisis spread and gained momentum, Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish clergy in the United
States and the United Kingdom became involved in sometimes surprising ways. Using quantitative and
qualitative data from the early 1990s and from follow-up interviews conducted later in the decade, the
authors show that many clergy became involved in the pastoral care for and counseling of people stigmatized
by AIDS, including gay and bisexual men, despite expressions of antipathy from their denominations.
Sociological theories concerning clergy roles, social movements, social space, and social capital provide a
framework for analyzing the initial findings and the data from subsequent interviews. The study concludes
that this small but dedicated group of clergy who ministered to the needs of this suffering population were
part of a social movement that addressed a community problem despite both obstacles and opposition.

Using data obtained from structured interviews and responses to questionnaires concerning clergy responses
to real and hypothetical situations involving people who are HIV-positive or who have AIDS, the authors
illustrate how clergy and organized religious groups confronted a new and acute fatal illness that was
initially associated with stigmatized behavior. They demonstrate that many clergy saw their roles as
advocates for these individuals and as providers of pastoral and spiritual care, in spite of the rhetoric of
conservative and fundamentalist clergy who condemned the victims as an example of the wrath of God
against gay and bisexual men. The study also shows that even those who were less actively engaged in AIDS
pastoral care and counseling demonstrated tolerance for those affected by it. Follow-up interviews indicate,
finally, that as AIDS became more of a chronic illness, the social movement to provide religious and spiritual
care and counseling began to wane.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Ramos:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Continuing Challenge of
AIDS: Clergy Responses to Patients, Friends, and Families will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought
like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Maria Huffman:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular The Continuing Challenge of AIDS:
Clergy Responses to Patients, Friends, and Families can give you a lot of good friends because by you
considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps
your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? Let us have The Continuing Challenge of AIDS: Clergy Responses to Patients, Friends, and
Families.

Michelle Jarvis:

You will get this The Continuing Challenge of AIDS: Clergy Responses to Patients, Friends, and Families by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Richard Oneal:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Continuing Challenge of AIDS: Clergy
Responses to Patients, Friends, and Families was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book The Continuing Challenge of AIDS: Clergy Responses to Patients, Friends, and Families has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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