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Called “our finest black-humorist” by The Atlantic Monthly, Kurt Vonnegut was one of the most influential
writers of the 20th century. Now his first and last works come together for the first time in print, in a
collection aptly titled after his famous phrase, We Are What We Pretend To Be.

Written to be sold under the pseudonym of “Mark Harvey,” Basic Training was never published in
Vonnegut’s lifetime. It appears to have been written in the late 1940s and is therefore Vonnegut’s first ever
novella. It is a bitter, profoundly disenchanted story that satirizes the military, authoritarianism, gender
relationships, parenthood and most of the assumed mid-century myths of the family. Haley Brandon, the
adolescent protagonist, comes to the farm of his relative, the old crazy who insists upon being called The
General, to learn to be a straight-shooting American. Haley’s only means of survival will lead him to
unflagging defiance of the General’s deranged (but oh so American, oh so military) values. This story and its
thirtyish author were no friends of the milieu to which the slick magazines’ advertisers were pitching their
products.

When Vonnegut passed away in 2007, he left his last novel unfinished. Entitled If God Were Alive Today,
this last work is a brutal satire on societal ignorance and carefree denial of the world’s major problems.
Protagonist Gil Berman is a middle-aged college lecturer and self-declared stand-up comedian who enjoys
cracking jokes in front of a college audience while societal dependence on fossil fuels has led to the
apocalypse. Described by Vonnegut as, “the stand-up comedian on Doomsday,” Gil is a character formed
from Vonnegut’s own rich experiences living in a reality Vonnegut himself considered inevitable.

Along with the two works of fiction, Vonnegut’s daughter, Nanette shares reminiscences about her father
and commentary on these two works—both exclusive to this edition.

In this fiction collection, published in print for the first time, exist Vonnegut’s grand themes: trust no one,
trust nothing; and the only constants are absurdity and resignation, which themselves cannot protect us from
the void but might divert.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Rodriguez:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world
may share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
We Are What We Pretend To Be: The First and Last Works.

Ernest Keeler:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read will be We Are What We Pretend To Be: The First and Last Works.

Frances Stone:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like We Are What We Pretend
To Be: The First and Last Works which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
find.

Karl Irwin:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve We Are What We Pretend To Be: The First and Last Works was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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