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The recent growth of voluntary programs has attracted the attention of policymakers, nongovernmental
organizations, and scholars. Thousands of firms around the world participate in these programs, in which
members agree to undertake socially beneficial actions that go beyond the requirements of government
regulations, such as following labor codes in the apparel industry, adhering to international accounting
standards, and adopting internal environmental management systems. This book analyzes the efficacy of a
variety of voluntary programs using a club theory, political-economy framework. It examines how programs'
design influences their effectiveness as policy tools. It finds that voluntary programs have achieved uneven
success because of their varying standards and enforcement procedures.The club theory framework views
voluntary programs as institutions that create incentives for firms to incur the costs of taking progressive
action beyond what is required by law in exchange for benefits that nonmembers do not enjoy (such as
enhanced standing with stakeholders). Voluntary Programs develops this theoretical framework and applies
it to voluntary programs sponsored by industry associations, governments, and nongovernmental
organizations, organized around policy issues such as "blood diamonds," shipping, sweatshops, and the
environment. The wide diversity of cases--across sectors, sponsoring organizations, and objectives--provides
valuable applications of the club framework, generates new insights for future research, and offers practical
guidance for designing effective programs.

Contributors: David P. Baron, Tim Bartley, Tim Büthe, Cary Coglianese, Elizabeth R. DeSombre, Daniel
W. Drezner, Daniel Fiorino, Mary Kay Gugerty, Virginia Haufler, Matthew J. Kotchen, Mimi Lu, Jennifer
Nash, Matthew Potoski, Aseem Prakash, Klaas van 't Veld
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From reader reviews:

Charles Carter:

This book untitled Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective (MIT Press) to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Catherine Hershey:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective (MIT Press) the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get just before. The Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective (MIT Press)
giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Neil McNatt:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory
Perspective (MIT Press) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Brandon Giles:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective (MIT Press).
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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