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Racial and religious groups have played a key role in shaping the American West, yet scholars have for the
most part ignored how race and religion have influenced regional identity. In this collection, eleven
contributors explore the intersections of race, religion, and region to show how they transformed the West.
From the Punjabi Mexican Americans of California to the European American shamans of Arizona to the
Mexican Chinese of the borderlands, historical meanings of race in the American West are complex and are
further complicated by religious identities.

This book moves beyond familiar stereotypes to achieve a more nuanced understanding of race while also
showing how ethnicity formed in conjunction with religious and regional identity. The chapters demonstrate
how religion shaped cultural encounters, contributed to the construction of racial identities, and served as a
motivating factor in the lives of historical actors. The opening chapters document how religion fostered
community in Los Angeles in the first half of the twentieth century. The second section examines how
physical encounters—such as those involving Chinese immigrants, Hermanos Penitentes, and Pueblo
dancers—shaped religious and racial encounters in the West. The final essays investigate racial and religious
identity among the Latter-day Saints and southern California Muslims. As these contributions clearly show,
race, religion, and region are as critical as gender, sexuality, and class in understanding the melting pot that
is the West. By depicting the West as a unique site for understanding race and religion, they open a new
window on how we view all of America.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Medina:

This Race, Religion, Region: Landscapes of Encounter in the American West are generally reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Race, Religion, Region: Landscapes
of Encounter in the American West can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Race, Religion, Region: Landscapes of Encounter in the American
West forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Beverly Thomas:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is
this Race, Religion, Region: Landscapes of Encounter in the American West.

Kent Moore:

Why? Because this Race, Religion, Region: Landscapes of Encounter in the American West is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So
, still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Joan James:

Race, Religion, Region: Landscapes of Encounter in the American West can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Race,
Religion, Region: Landscapes of Encounter in the American West nevertheless doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of



it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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