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Whether we regard it as the collected inscriptions of an earlier oral tradition or as the divinely authored
source text of liturgical ritual, the Bible can be understood as a sacred performance text, a framework for an
instructional theater that performs the shared moral and ethical values of a community. It’s not surprising,
then, that playwrights have turned to the Bible as a source for theatrical adaptation. Biblical texts have
inspired more than 100 Broadway plays and musicals, ranging from early spectacles like Ben-Hur (1899) to
more familiar works such as Godspell and Jesus Christ Superstar. What happens when a culture’s most
sacred text enters its most commercial performance venue?

Playing God focuses on eleven financially and/or critically successful productions, as well as a few notable
Broadway flops that highlight the difficulties in adapting the Old and New Testaments for the stage. The
book is informed by both performance studies and theater history, combining analysis of play-scripts with
archival research into the actual circumstances of production and reception. Biblical plays, Henry Bial
argues, balance religious and commercial considerations through a complex blend of spectacle, authenticity,
sincerity, and irony. Though there is no magic formula for a successful adaptation, these four analytical
lenses help explain why some biblical plays thrive while others have not.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Haskin:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Playing God: The Bible on the
Broadway Stage will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Sarah Farmer:

The book Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Playing God: The Bible on the
Broadway Stage? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Playing
God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Lawrence Abbate:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read will be Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage.

James Coles:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Playing God: The Bible on the
Broadway Stage can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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