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If it can be said that Native culture is hidden behind the facade of mainstream America, there is a facet of
that culture hidden even to many Native Americans. One of today's generation of outstanding Native writers,
Esther Belin is an urban Indian. Raised in the city, she speaks with an entirely different voice from that of
her reservation kindred as she expresses herself on subjects of urban alienation, racism, sexism, substance
abuse, and cultural estrangement.

In this bold new collection of poems, Belin presents a startling vision of urban California—particularly Los
Angeles—contrasted with Navajo life in the Four Corners region. She presents aspects of Diné life and
history not normally seen by readers accustomed to accounts written by Navajos brought up on the
reservation.

Her work reveals a difference in experience but a similarity in outlook. Belin's poems put familiar cultural
forms in a new context, as Coyote "struts down east 14th / feeling good / looking good / feeling the brown."
Her character Ruby dramatizes the gritty reality of a Native woman's life ("I laugh / sit / smoke a Virginia
Slim / and talk to the spirits"). Her use of Diné language and poignant descriptions of family life will remind
some of Joy Harjo's work, but with every turn of the page, readers will know that Belin is making her own
mark on Native American literature.

From the Belly of My Beauty is also a ceremony of affirmation and renewal for those Native Americans
affected by the Federal Indian Relocation Program of the 1950s and '60s, with its attempts to "assimilate"
them into the American mainstream. They have survived by remembering who they were and where they
came from. And they have survived so that they might bear witness, as Esther Belin so powerfully does.
Belin holds American culture accountable for failing to treat its indigenous peoples with respect, but speaks
for the ability of Native culture to survive and provide hope, even for mixed-blood or urban Indians. She is
living proof that Native culture thrives wherever its people are found.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Abell:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book From the Belly of My Beauty (Sun
Tracks). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

James Daniels:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying From the Belly of My
Beauty (Sun Tracks) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for
the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick From the Belly of My Beauty (Sun Tracks)
become your personal starter.

Nathaniel Mitchell:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like From the Belly of My
Beauty (Sun Tracks) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Tia Rosario:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This From the Belly of My Beauty (Sun
Tracks) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?
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