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In the tiny Russian province of Kalmykia, obsession with chess has reached new heights. Its leader, a
charismatic and eccentric millionaire/ex--car salesman named Kirsan Ilyumzhinov, is a former chess prodigy
and the most recent president of FIDE, the world's controlling chess body. Despite credible allegations of his
involvement in drug running, embezzlement, and murder, the impoverished Kalmykian people have rallied
around their leader's obsession---chess is played on Kalmykian prime-time television and is compulsory in
Kalmykian schools. In addition, Kalmyk women have been known to alter their traditional costumes of
pillbox hats and satin gowns to include chessboard-patterned sashes.

The Chess Artist is both an intellectual journey and first-rate travel writing dedicated to the love of chess and
all of its related oddities, writer and chess enthusiast J. C. Hallman explores the obsessive hold chess exerts
on its followers by examining the history and evolution of the game and the people who dedicate their lives
to it. Together with his friend Glenn Umstead, an African-American chessmaster who is arguably as chess
obsessed as Ilyumzhinov, Hallman tours New York City's legendary chess district, crashes a Princeton Math
Department game party, challenges a convicted murderer to a chess match in prison, and travels to
Kalmykia, where they are confronted with members of the Russian intelligence service, beautiful translators
who may be spies, seven-year-old chess prodigies, and the sad blight of a land struggling toward capitalism.

In the tradition of The Professor and the Madman, Longitude, and The Orchid Thief, Hallman transforms an
obsessive quest for obscure things into a compulsively readable and entertaining weaving of travelogue,
journalism, and chess history.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Maples:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Chess Artist:
Genius, Obsession, and the World's Oldest Game is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Jeraldine Thurman:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Chess Artist: Genius, Obsession, and the World's
Oldest Game as the daily resource information.

Marcus Galvan:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is The Chess Artist: Genius, Obsession, and the World's Oldest Game.

Allen Brown:

The Chess Artist: Genius, Obsession, and the World's Oldest Game can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The
Chess Artist: Genius, Obsession, and the World's Oldest Game but doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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