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This book offers Python programmers one place to look when they needhelp remembering or deciphering the
syntax of this open source languageand its many powerful but scantily documented modules.
Thiscomprehensive reference guide makes it easy to look up the mostfrequently needed information--not just
about the Python languageitself, but also the most frequently used parts of the standard libraryand the most
important third-party extensions.

Ask any Python aficionado and you'll hear that Python programmers haveit all: an elegant object-oriented
language with readable andmaintainable syntax, that allows for easy integration with componentsin C, C++,
Java, or C#, and an enormous collection of precoded standardlibrary and third-party extension modules.
Moreover, Python is easy tolearn, yet powerful enough to take on the most ambitious
programmingchallenges. But what Python programmers used to lack is a concise andclear reference
resource, with the appropriate measure of guidance inhow best to use Python's great power. Python in
aNutshell fills this need.

Python in a Nutshell, Second Edition covers morethan the language itself; it also deals with the
mostfrequently used parts of the standard library, and the most popular andimportant third party extensions.
Revised and expanded forPython 2.5, this book now contains the gory details of Python's newsubprocess
module and breaking news about Microsoft's newIronPython project. Our "Nutshell" format fits Python
perfectly bypresenting the highlights of the most important modules and functionsin its standard library,
which cover over 90% of your practicalprogramming needs. This book includes:

A fast-paced tutorial on the syntax of the Python language●

An explanation of object-oriented programming in Python●

Coverage of iterators, generators, exceptions, modules,packages, strings, and regular expressions●

A quick reference for Python's built-in types and functionsand key modules●

Reference material on important third-party extensions,such as Numeric and Tkinter●

Information about extending and embedding Python●

Python in a Nutshell provides a solid,no-nonsense quick reference to information that programmers rely on
themost. This book will immediately earn its place in any Pythonprogrammer's library.

Praise for the First Edition:

"In a nutshell, Python in a Nutshell serves oneprimary goal: to act as an immediately accessible goal for the



Pythonlanguage. True, you can get most of the same core information that ispresented within the covers of
this volume online, but this willinvariably be broken into multiple files, and in all likelihood lackingthe
examples or the exact syntax description necessary to trulyunderstand a command."
--Richard Cobbett, Linux Format

"O'Reilly has several good books, of which Python in aNutshell by Alex Martelli is probably the best for
giving yousome idea of what Python is about and how to do useful things with it."
--Jerry Pournelle, Byte Magazine
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Richards:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Python in a Nutshell (In a Nutshell
(O'Reilly)) as your daily resource information.

Courtney O\'Donnell:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Python in
a Nutshell (In a Nutshell (O'Reilly)), you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Marcos Hawkins:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Python in a Nutshell (In a Nutshell (O'Reilly)), you may
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Albert Lightner:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Python in a Nutshell (In a Nutshell
(O'Reilly)) is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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