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In 1700, Latin America and British North America were roughly equal in economic terms. Yet over the next
three centuries, the United States gradually pulled away from Latin America, and today the gap between the
two is huge. Why did this happen? Was it culture? Geography? Economic policies? Natural resources?
Differences in political development? The question has occupied scholars for decades, and the debate
remains a hot one.

In Falling Behind, Francis Fukuyama gathers together some of the world's leading scholars on the subject to
explain the nature of the gap and how it came to be. Tracing the histories of development over the past four
hundred years and focusing in particular on the policies of the last fifty years, the contributors conclude that
while many factors are important, economic policies and political systems are at the root of the divide. While
the gap is deeply rooted in history, there have been times when it closed a bit as a consequence of policies
chosen in places ranging from Chile to Argentina. Bringing to light these policy success stories, Fukuyama
and the contributors offer a way forward for Latin American nations and improve their prospects for
economic growth and stable political development.

Given that so many attribute the gap to either vast cultural differences or the consequences of U.S. economic
domination, Falling Behind is sure to stir debate. And, given the pressing importance of the subject in light
of economic globalization and the immigration debate, its expansive, in-depth portrait of the hemisphere's
development will be a welcome intervention in the conversation.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Mason:

The reserve untitled Falling Behind: Explaining the Development Gap Between Latin America and the
United States is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content
that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Falling Behind: Explaining the
Development Gap Between Latin America and the United States from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Ollie Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Falling Behind: Explaining the Development
Gap Between Latin America and the United States reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty Falling Behind: Explaining the Development Gap Between Latin America and the United States
as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't judge
book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Roberto Garcia:

This Falling Behind: Explaining the Development Gap Between Latin America and the United States is great
reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or
we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Falling Behind: Explaining the Development Gap Between Latin America and
the United States in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Hoyt Adkins:

Beside that Falling Behind: Explaining the Development Gap Between Latin America and the United States
in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Falling Behind: Explaining the Development Gap
Between Latin America and the United States because this book offers for you readable information. Do you



oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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