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Encouraged by the medicinal success of quinine, early 19th century scientists hoped strychnine, another
plant alkaloid with remarkable properties, might also become a new weapon against disease. Physicians tried
for over a century, despite growing evidence to the contrary, to treat everything from paralysis to
constipation with it. But strychnine proved only to be disappointingly deadly-relegating its fate almost
entirely to animal control, the dangerous adulteration of foods, and criminal exploits.

The NOTORIOUS and TRUE story of how a POISONOUS alkaloid...

Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine presents a scholarly and compelling history of this
fascinating chemical substance from its discovery to present times. A renowned editor for the Dictionary of
Natural Products, Dr. John Buckingham fuses his eclectic interests into an extraordinary mix of original
research spanning the realms of history, medicine, literature, chemistry, and forensics.

...Changed the course of HISTORY!

Uncovering details and logistics from the earliest experiments performed in an era when proper scientific
trials for testing new drugs were still in their infancy, the author explores strychnine's trial-and-error
contributions to scientific, medical, and forensic developments. He also investigates historical milestones and
the perception of strychnine in popular culture-including criminal notoriety, accidental misuse, and new
claims of strychnine's benefits that extend through to the present day.

Juxtaposing the real trials, mistrials, and persistent curiosity associated with one of history's most notorious
pharmaceutical failures, Bitter Nemesis offers rare insight into the anarchic, yet inspired landscape, practices,
and legacy of 19th century science.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Reece:

This Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine without we understand teach the one who
examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Bitter Nemesis: The
Intimate History of Strychnine can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate
History of Strychnine having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Susan Jun:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of
Strychnine can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Chris Robins:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine can give
you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of
Strychnine.

Melanie Young:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and
reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it.
Beside that the guide Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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