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How free is the speech of someone who can't be heard? Not very--and this, Owen Fiss suggests, is where the
First Amendment comes in. In this book, a marvel of conciseness and eloquence, Fiss reframes the debate
over free speech to reflect the First Amendment's role in ensuring public debate that is, in Justice William
Brennan's words, truly "uninhibited, robust, and wide-open."

Hate speech, pornography, campaign spending, funding for the arts: the heated, often overheated, struggle
over these issues generally pits liberty, as embodied in the First Amendment, against equality, as in the
Fourteenth. Fiss presents a democratic view of the First Amendment that transcends this opposition. If equal
participation is a precondition of free and open public debate, then the First Amendment encompasses the
values of both equality and liberty.

By examining the silencing effects of speech--its power to overwhelm and intimidate the underfunded,
underrepresented, or disadvantaged voice--Fiss shows how restrictions on political expenditures, hate
speech, and pornography can be defended in terms of the First Amendment, not despite it. Similarly, when
the state requires the media to air voices of opposition, or funds art that presents controversial or challenging
points of view, it is doing its constitutional part to protect democratic self-rule from the aggregations of
private power that threaten it.

Where most liberal accounts cast the state as the enemy of freedom and the First Amendment as a restraint,
this one reminds us that the state can also be the friend of freedom, protecting and fostering speech that
might otherwise die unheard, depriving our democracy of the full range and richness of its expression.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Ross:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Irony of Free Speech will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Jose German:

The book The Irony of Free Speech can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave the great thing like a book The Irony of Free Speech? Several of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book The Irony of Free Speech has simple shape nevertheless, you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Donald Chapin:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Irony of
Free Speech suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual
book untitled The Irony of Free Speechis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Margo Soares:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This reserve The Irony of Free Speech was filled in relation to science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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