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Although credited with the rise of domesticity, eighteenth-century British culture singularly lacked narratives
of good mothers, ostensibly the most domestic of females. With startling frequency, the best mother was
absent, disembodied, voiceless, or dead. British culture told tales almost exclusively of wicked, surrogate, or
spectral mothers—revealing the defects of domestic ideology, the cultural fascination with standards and
deviance, and the desire to police maternal behaviors.

Monstrous Motherhood analyzes eighteenth-century motherhood in light of the inconsistencies among
domestic ideology, narrative, and historical practice. If domesticity was so important, why is the good
mother’s story absent or peripheral? What do the available maternal narratives suggest about domestic
ideology and the expectations and enactment of motherhood? By focusing on literary and historical mothers
in novels, plays, poems, diaries, conduct manuals, contemporary court cases, realist fiction, fairy tales, satire,
and romance, Marilyn Francus reclaims silenced maternal voices and perspectives. She exposes the
mechanisms of maternal marginalization and spectralization in eighteenth-century culture and revises the
domesticity thesis.

Monstrous Motherhood will compel scholars in eighteenth-century studies, women’s studies, family history,
and cultural studies to reevaluate a foundational assumption that has driven much of the discourse in their
fields.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Goodson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Monstrous Motherhood is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Harold Houston:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Monstrous Motherhood is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

David McGowan:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be Monstrous Motherhood why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Sharon Baker:

You can find this Monstrous Motherhood by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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