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Wives of the Leopard explores power and culture in a pre-colonial West African state whose army of women
and practice of human sacrifice earned it notoriety in the racist imagination of late nineteenth-century Europe
and America. Tracing two hundred years of the history of Dahomey up to the French colonial conquest in
1894, the book follows change in two central institutions. One was the monarchy, the coalitions of men and
women who seized and wielded power in the name of the king. The second was the palace, a household of
several thousand wives of the king who supported and managed state functions.

Looking at Dahomey against the backdrop of the Atlantic slave trade and the growth of European
imperialism, Edan G. Bay reaches for a distinctly Dahomean perspective as she weaves together evidence
drawn from travelers' memoirs and local oral accounts, from the religious practices of vodun, and from
ethnographic studies of the twentieth century. Wives of the Leopard thoroughly integrates gender into the
political analysis of state systems, effectively creating a social history of power. More broadly, it argues that
women as a whole and men of the lower classes were gradually squeezed out of access to power as economic
resources contracted with the decline of the slave trade in the nineteenth century. In these and other ways, the
book provides an accessible portrait of Dahomey's complex and fascinating culture without exoticizing it.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just their
can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on guardería until university need this particular Wives of the Leopard: Gender, Politics, and Culture in
the Kingdom of Dahomey to read.

Antonia Wagner:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Wives of the Leopard: Gender, Politics, and Culture in the Kingdom of Dahomey
as the daily resource information.

Katherine Humphrey:

The reason? Because this Wives of the Leopard: Gender, Politics, and Culture in the Kingdom of Dahomey
is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.

Pauline Mueller:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Wives of the Leopard: Gender, Politics, and Culture in the Kingdom of Dahomey the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get prior to. The Wives of the Leopard: Gender, Politics, and Culture in the
Kingdom of Dahomey giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern



the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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