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Pulitzer Prize–winning author Ted Morgan has now written a rich and definitive account of the fateful battle
that ended French rule in Indochina—and led inexorably to America’s Vietnam War. Dien Bien Phu was a
remote valley on the border of Laos along a simple rural trade route. But it would also be where a great
European power fell to an underestimated insurgent army and lost control of a crucial colony. Valley of
Death is the untold story of the 1954 battle that, in six weeks, changed the course of history.

A veteran of the French Army, Ted Morgan has made use of exclusive firsthand reports to create the most
complete and dramatic telling of the conflict ever written. Here is the history of the Vietminh liberation
movement’s rebellion against French occupation after World War II and its growth as an adversary,
eventually backed by Communist China. Here too is the ill-fated French plan to build a base in Dien Bien
Phu and draw the Vietminh into a debilitating defeat—which instead led to the Europeans being encircled in
the surrounding hills, besieged by heavy artillery, overrun, and defeated.

    Making expert use of recently unearthed or released information, Morgan reveals the inner workings of
the American effort to aid France, with Eisenhower secretly disdainful of the French effort and prophetically
worried that “no military victory was possible in that type of theater.” Morgan paints indelible portraits of all
the major players, from Henri Navarre, head of the French Union forces, a rigid professional unprepared for
an enemy fortified by rice carried on bicycles, to his commander, General Christian de Castries, a privileged,
miscast cavalry officer, and General Vo Nguyen Giap, a master of guerrilla warfare working out of a one-
room hut on the side of a hill. Most devastatingly, Morgan sets the stage for the Vietnam quagmire that was
to come.

    Superbly researched and powerfully written, Valley of Death is the crowning achievement of an author
whose work has always been as compulsively readable as it is important.
 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Barker:

The guide with title Valley of Death: The Tragedy at Dien Bien Phu That Led America into the Vietnam War
has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of
book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

David Wysocki:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Valley of Death: The Tragedy at Dien Bien Phu That Led America into the Vietnam War your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Valley of Death: The Tragedy at
Dien Bien Phu That Led America into the Vietnam War giving you a different experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Robert Hensley:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Valley of Death: The Tragedy at Dien Bien Phu That Led
America into the Vietnam War why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Kyle Reese:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Valley of Death: The Tragedy at Dien Bien Phu That Led
America into the Vietnam War was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Valley of Death: The Tragedy at Dien Bien Phu That Led America into the Vietnam War has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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