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A paleontologist awakens us to the "extinction event" that human activity is bringing about today

The natural world as humans have always known it evolved close to 100 million years ago, with the
appearance of flowering plants and pollinating insects during the age of the dinosaurs. Its tremendous history
is now in danger of profound, catastrophic disruption. In Terra, a brilliant synthesis of evolutionary biology,
paleontology, and modern environmental science, Michael Novacek shows how all three can help us
understand and prevent what he (and others) call today's "mass extinction event."

Humanity's use of land, our consumption, the pollution we create, and our contributions to global warming
are causing this crisis. True, the fossil record of hundreds of millions of years reveals that wild and
bounteous nature has always evolved not quietly but thunderously, as species arise, flourish, die off, and are
replaced by new species. We learn from paleontology and archaeology that for 50,000 years, human hunting,
mining, and agriculture have changed many localities, sometimes irrevocably. But today, Novacek insists,
our behavior endangers the entire global ecosystem. And if we disregard—through ignorance, antipathy, or
apathy—the theory of evolution that developed with our modern understanding of the Earth's past, we not
only impede enlightenment but threaten any practical strategy for our own survival.

The evolutionary future of the entire living planet depends on our understanding this.
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From reader reviews:

James Pickett:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Terra: Our 100-
Million-Year-Old Ecosystem--and the Threats That Now Put It at Risk book as beginner and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Cheryl Kirkland:

Terra: Our 100-Million-Year-Old Ecosystem--and the Threats That Now Put It at Risk can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Terra: Our 100-Million-Year-Old Ecosystem--and the Threats That Now Put It at
Risk yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of
crucial imagining.

Leticia Bennet:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Terra: Our 100-Million-Year-Old
Ecosystem--and the Threats That Now Put It at Risk e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still uncertainty Terra: Our 100-Million-Year-Old Ecosystem--and the Threats That Now
Put It at Risk as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break
don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Marylou Beauregard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Terra: Our 100-Million-Year-Old



Ecosystem--and the Threats That Now Put It at Risk.
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