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The newest book in Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg’s award-winning series of commentaries on the hebrew bible.
 
The book of Numbers is the narrative of a great failure. What should have been for the Israelites a brief
journey from Mount Sinai to the Holy Land becomes a forty-year death march. Both before and after the
devastating report of the Spies, the narrative centers on the people’s desire to return to Egypt, to undo the
miraculous work of the Exodus. At its heart are speeches of complaint and lament, expressing a profound
existential skepticism. But by contrast, in the narrative of the book of Numbers that is found in mystical and
Hasidic sources, the generation of the wilderness emerges as one of extraordinary spiritual experience,
receivers of the Torah to the fullest extent, fed on miracles and nurtured directly by God: a generation of
ecstatic faith, human partners in an unprecedented conversation with the Deity. Drawing on kabbalistic
sources, the Hasidic commentators on the book of Numbers depict a people who transcend prudent
considerations in order to follow God into the wilderness, where their spiritual yearning comes to full
expression.
 
This view of the wilderness history invites us into a different kind of listening to the many cries of distrust,
lament, and resentment that issue from the Israelites throughout the book of Numbers. Is there a way to
integrate this narrative of dark murmurings, of obsessive fantasies of return to Egypt, with the celebration of
a love-intoxicated wilderness discourse? The question touches not only on the language the Israelites speak
but also on the very nature of human utterance. Who are these people? Who are we who listen to them? What
effect does the cumulative trauma of slavery, the miracles of Exodus, the revelation at Sinai, have on a nation
that is beginning to speak? In Bewilderments, one of the most admired biblical commentators at work today
posits fascinating answers to these questions through the magnificent literary, scholarly, and psychological
analysis of the text that is her trademark.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Bewilderments: Reflections on the Book of Numbers.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any
book Bewilderments: Reflections on the Book of Numbers. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Eric Chabot:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Bewilderments: Reflections on the Book of Numbers it
is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
possesses high quality.

Mike Gray:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Bewilderments: Reflections on
the Book of Numbers that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction
all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react to the world.
It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may
pick Bewilderments: Reflections on the Book of Numbers become your own personal starter.

Carolyn Scott:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list will be Bewilderments: Reflections on the Book of Numbers. This book that
is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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