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In the annals of Canadian folklore, few stories are as ripe with adventure and the spirit of the times as that of
the three young Cape Bretoners who, on a dare and a bet, set out from North Sydney, Nova Scotia to walk
across North America and back within a year.

It was winter 1906. And although all eventually failed the madcap adventure, one of the men, John Hugh
Gillis, did reach Vancouver, making him the very first to walk across Canada from coast to coast.

Using the diary of his father-in-law, who joined the adventure midway, George Hart tells the story of this
remarkable and long-forgotten odyssey. Complete with newspaper accounts and original photos of the towns
and cities along the way, Transcontinental Pedestrians offers snapshots of a new country in a new century.
As historian Jonathan Vance notes in his introduction, John A. Macdonald "would have approved of the
symbolism of walking from one side of the continent to the other along the iron rails."

Transcontinental Pedestrians is a compelling story of character, endurance, friendship, betrayal and tragedy.
It is also the story of a truly great athlete, the charismatic John Hugh Gillis, whose brilliant Olympic-bound
career was tragically cut short by tuberculosis. It is fitting that one hundred years after his walk across
Canada, the young man from Cape Breton, dubbed the "Western Giant" by the press, was inducted into the
British Columbia Sports Hall of Fame.

With an introduction by Dr. Jonathan Vance, a cultural and military historian at the University of Western
Ontario. He provides a description of the country in 1906 that effectively set the stage for the remainder of
the book. In a reference to Canada's first prime minister Vance noted: "Sir John A. Macdonald would have
approved the symbolism of walking from one side of the continent to the other along the iron rails he fought
so hard to build."
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Russell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Transcontinental Pedestrians: The
First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's First Cross-Country Walk) e-book written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger
then you still doubt Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's
First Cross-Country Walk) as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-
book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Alejandro Jones:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Transcontinental
Pedestrians: The First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's First Cross-Country Walk) which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Brandon Phelan:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Transcontinental Pedestrians: The
First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's First Cross-Country Walk) can be the answer, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

John Merritt:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea
(Canada's First Cross-Country Walk) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life with that book Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk Across
Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's First Cross-Country Walk). You can more pleasing than now.
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