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“It takes true brilliance to lift the arid tellings of lexicographic fussing into the readable realm of the thriller
and the bodice-ripper….David Skinner has done precisely this, taking a fine story and honing it to popular
perfection.”
—Simon Winchester, New York Times bestselling author of The Professor and the Madman

The Story of Ain’t by David Skinner is the captivating true chronicle of the creation of Merriam Webster’s
Third New International Dictionary in 1961, the most controversial dictionary ever published. Skinner’s
surprising and engaging, erudite and witty account will enthrall fans of Winchester’s The Professor and the
Madman and The Meaning of Everything, and The Know-It-All by A.J. Jacobs, as it explores a culture in
transition and the brilliant, colorful individuals behind it. The Story of Ain’t is a smart, often outrageous, and
altogether remarkable tale of how egos, infighting, and controversy shaped one of America’s most
authoritative language texts, sparking a furious language debate that the late, great author David Foster
Wallace (Infinite Jest) once called “the Fort Sumter of the Usage Wars.” 
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Harrison:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and the Most
Controversial Dictionary Ever Published. Try to make the book The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language,
and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever Published as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Maurice Neely:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Story of Ain't: America,
Its Language, and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever Published that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all
you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Story of Ain't: America, Its
Language, and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever Published become your personal starter.

Kelly Gomes:

The book untitled The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language, and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever
Published contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy
to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary
works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the
book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Kenneth Cunningham:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Story of Ain't: America, Its Language,
and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever Published to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you
to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the publication The Story of Ain't: America, Its



Language, and the Most Controversial Dictionary Ever Published can to be your new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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