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Thomas Gold (1920-2004) had a curious mind that liked to solve problems. He was one of the most
remarkable astrophysicists in the second half of the twentieth century, and he attracted controversy
throughout his career. Based on a full-length autobiography left behind by Thomas Gold, this book was
edited by the astrophysicist and historian of science, Simon Mitton (University of Cambridge).

The book is a retrospective on Gold’s remarkable life. He fled from Vienna in 1933, eventually settling in
England and completing an engineering degree at Trinity College in Cambridge. During the war, he worked
on naval radar research alongside Fred Hoyle and Hermann Bondi – which, in an unlikely chain of events,
eventually led to his working with them on steady-state cosmology. In 1968, shortly after their discovery, he
provided the explanation of pulsars as rotating neutron stars.

In his final position at Cornell, he and his colleagues persuaded the US Defense Department to fund the
conversion of the giant radio telescope at Arecibo in Puerto Rico into a superb instrument for radio
astronomy. Gold’s interests covered physiology, astronomy, cosmology, geophysics, and engineering.

Written in an intriguing style and with an equally intriguing foreword by Freeman Dyson, this book
constitutes an important historical document, made accessible to all those interested in the history of science.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Fullerton:

With other case, little persons like to read book Taking the Back off the Watch: A Personal Memoir
(Astrophysics and Space Science Library). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important any book Taking the Back off the Watch: A Personal Memoir
(Astrophysics and Space Science Library). You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Sergio Espinoza:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Taking the Back off the Watch: A
Personal Memoir (Astrophysics and Space Science Library) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Tammie Jackson:

The book with title Taking the Back off the Watch: A Personal Memoir (Astrophysics and Space Science
Library) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read that anywhere you want.

Ian Bracy:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Taking the Back off the Watch: A
Personal Memoir (Astrophysics and Space Science Library) is simple to bring you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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