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With the urbanization of the world's population proceeding apace and the equally rapid urbanization of
poverty, urban theory has an urgent challenge to meet if it is to remain relevant to the majority of cities and
their populations, many of which are outside the West.

This groundbreaking book establishes a new framework for urban development. It makes the argument that
all cities are best understood as ‘ordinary’, and crosses the longstanding divide in urban scholarship and
urban policy between Western and other cities (especially those labelled ‘Third World’). It considers the two
framing axes of urban modernity and development, and argues that if cities are to be imagined in equitable
and creative ways, urban theory must overcome these axes with their Western bias and that resources must
become at least as cosmopolitan as cities themselves.

Tracking paths across previously separate literatures and debates, this innovative book - a postcolonial
critique of urban studies - traces the outlines of a cosmopolitan approach to cities, drawing on evidence from
Rio, Johannesburg, Lusaka and Kuala Lumpur. Key urban scholars and debates, from Simmel, Benjamin and
the Chicago School to Global and World Cities theories are explored, together with anthropological and
developmentalist accounts of poorer cities. Offering an alternative approach, Ordinary Cities skilfully brings
together theories of urban development for students and researchers of urban studies, geography and
development.
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From reader reviews:

James Ronquillo:

The book Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development (Questioning Cities) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
best thing like a book Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development (Questioning Cities)? Several
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and
Development (Questioning Cities) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Edward Lott:

Often the book Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development (Questioning Cities) has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Harvey Sanchez:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development (Questioning Cities) can be your answer
since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Fred Nelson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and
Development (Questioning Cities) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development (Questioning Cities) has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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